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Report on the Central Network Resource, D-WP9-3c 

(incorporating D-WP9-1c, Inventory of key electronic links, key contributors, key 
stakeholders and needs assessment, options; and 

D-WP9-2c, Create and administer the restricted- and open- access websites, maintain 
development) 

John B. Bashiruddin 

Institute for Animal Health – Pirbright, Ash Road, Pirbright, Woking GU24 0NF, UK 

Introduction 

Workpackage 9 aims to provide a communications platform for project partners and to 
communicate reciprocally with the stakeholders regarding issues on FMD and CSF awareness 
and control. Website features and accessibility and stakeholder opinion are provided in this 
final report.  

Workpakage Objectives 
 

Develop electronic communications centre for FMD and CSF network to allow 
– Information exchange between Partners 
– CA related information distribution to the wider scientific community 
– Feedback to and from stakeholder community 
– The set up of a permanent platform for information dissemination 

 
Web Site 

A web-based communications platform was operational with the website address 
http://www.fmd-and-csf-action.org but this has now been transferred to a more permanent 
place within the website for the OIE/FAO FMD Reference Laboratories Network 
http://www.foot-and-mouth.org/fmd-csf-ca. This area of the website provides access to 
reports from workpackages as well as project related documentation and information on the 
Diseases (FMD and CSF), Partners and useful links (Resources).  

The parent site provides up-to-date information on FMD, other EU projects on FMD, 
links to OIE and FAO FMD reference laboratories, and, in particular, there is an interactive, 
searchable, facility to search the Database for information on FMD samples received by the 
FMD World Reference Laboratory and associated phylogenetic information. It also has two 
sources of Global news on FMD, and restricted areas for Network Members and EU 
(Community Reference Laboratory / National Reference Laboratory) partners to exchange 
information.  
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Figure 1.  Front page of the website 

 

 
 
 

Figure 2.  Page showing EU projects 
 

 
 
 

Figure 3.  Front Page of FMD-CSF CA 
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Figure 4.  Example of documents available – WP5 
 

 
 

Figure 5.  FMD Database search 
 

 
 

Figure 6.  FMD Database search form 
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Figure 7.  Map and Table display 

 

 
 

 
Stakeholders’ Workshops  

Two “Disease Control Workshops” – Stakeholders’ Interests in the use of 
Science/Technology and Decision Making held at Pirbright, UK on 12 May 2006; and, The 
future of science-based prevention and control of transboundary animal diseases held in 
Brussels on 18 October 2007. These were a proactive method of engaging stakeholders in the 
work of the CA where passive on line forums that attracted visits but did not result in many 
postings were considered less useful in this pursuit. Reports on these workshops are available 
from http://www.foot-and-mouth.org/fmd-csf-ca/community/central-network-resource.  

A final report of the workpackage giving the stakeholders’ perspective of the CA was 
written by Mary Marshall that included recommendations from the above workshops is also 
available from http://www.foot-and-mouth.org/fmd-csf-ca/community/central-network-
resource.  

Interactions with other EU Projects 

The workpackage 9 leader was involved in a series of meetings for Working Group 1 
of the EU European Technology Platform for Global Animal Health (ETPGAH) and the 
workpackage leader is the CF member and involved in WP 3.2, WP 6.4 and 7.2 of EPIZONE.  

Publication 

An invited publication entitled “Making better use of technological advances to meet 
stakeholder needs” by M.J. Marshall, P.A. Roger & J.B. Bashiruddin was published in Rev 
sci tech. Off. Int. Epiz., 2006, 25(1), 233-251.  
 


